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Upholstering can bring new life to old furniture. Wing chairs, or wingback chairs, were originally designed during medieval times to protect the person sitting in one from drafts. They were placed facing fireplaces to help keep the sitter warm. Reupholstering a wing chair can give your chair a new look for an economical price. Changing the fabric is less inexpensive than replacing whole furniture pieces. Does this Spark an idea?
Other People Are Reading

· 
How to Upholster a Wingback Chair
· 
How Much Fabric Is Needed to Upholster a Wing Chair?
Things You'll Need

· 12 yards upholstery fabric

· 1/2-inch batting

· Needle-nose pliers

· Fabric piping/welting cord

· Fabric scissors

· Rubber mallet

· Staple gun

· Staples

· Hot glue gun

· Hot glue sticks

· Flexible strip jaws
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Instructions

· 1
Remove all old fabric. Remove the old staples with needle-nose pliers. Lay out the new fabric on a flat surface. Lay the old pieces on top of the new fabric. Using the old pieces as a guide, cut out the new pieces of fabric. Allow enough around the outside for seams. Cover any holes on the chair with batting.

· 2
Drape the new fabric over the back of the chair from the front. Tuck in the fabric in the sides and pull it through the back. Staple the top of the fabric to the wood that spans the back of the chair. Hold the fabric taut. Cut any excess fabric, leaving 1/4 inch of fabric. Pull the bottom piece fabric through the back and staple it to the upper wooden bar. Pull the sides of the fabric through and staple.
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· 3
Drape the seat fabric over the seat and pull it through the bottom and back. Staple the back of the seat fabric to the lower wooden bar. Pull the fabric taut around the front of the chair, and staple it to the underneath lip. Staple the rest of the seat fabric underneath. Trim extra fabric.

· 4
Drape the fabric over the arms and fold 1/3 of it where the arms meet the back. Staple them to the outside of the wooden frame on each arm. Cut the fabric down the middle toward the back where you folded it 1/3 away from the back. Staple it to the back. Fold the front fabric creating pleats. Staple it to the frame.

· 5
Drape fabric over the inside wings, tucking the inside in toward the back and pinning the outside to the fabric temporarily. Fold the fabric at the bottom of the wing. Staple the outside of the wings on the side closest to the back, working inward. Remove the pins and refold the pleats. Continue stapling around the curves and down the wings about 1 inch from the top and front.

· 6
Cut strips of fabric 2 inches wide and wrap the welting cord in it, casing it shut with the hot glue gun. Wrap the welting cord around the outside of the wing, stapling as you go.

· 7
Put the flexible strip jaws along the cords, stapling them on the top edge so that the jaws are open and the "teeth" are on the bottom of the strips. Put the fabric you cut for the outside of the wings on the wings, closing the strip jaws as you go. Prod the remaining fabric into the strips with a sharp object. Use the rubber mallet to close the jaws completely shut.

· 8
Staple wrapped welting cord to the front, bottom of the seat along the center. Cut a rectangle-shaped fabric to cover the bottom of the seat directly under the welting cord. Staple the fabric underneath. Trim off any excess. Repeat this step for the lower arms. Pull the fabric on the sides toward the back and staple it.

· 9
Finish the chair. Use a flexible strip jaw along the top of the curved back. Refer to Step 7 for how to place the fabric into the jaw. At the bottom, pull the fabric underneath and staple it.
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Upholster a Wingback Chair 

Cozy upholstered wingback chairs bring back memories of visiting your grandparents' house when you were a child. A well-made, comfortable wingback chair is not only expensive but downright hard to find in today's market. Furniture stores carry very few, if any, choices of wingback chairs. Why not just reupholster your grandma's old hand-me-down and continue to enjoy the chair and the memories? You will save yourself the headache of searching for a new one and you may save some money in the process. Does this Spark an idea?
Other People Are Reading

· 
How to Reupholster a Wing-Back Chair
· 
Description of Wingback Chair
Things You'll Need

· Flat head screwdriver

· Seam ripper

· Upholstery-grade fabric

· Sewing pins
· Electric sewing scissors
· Fabric marker
· Staple gun
· Staples
· Sewing machine
· Thread
Show (7) More

Instructions

· 1
Remove the old fabric from the chair. Flip the chair upside down and use the flat head screwdriver to lift up and remove the old staples. Remove the fabric from the chair and use a seam ripper to separate the pieces. Set them aside to be used as a template for the new fabric.

· 2
Lay the new fabric face down on the floor. Place each of the old pieces on top face down. Pin them to the new fabric with the sewing pins. Use the electric scissors to cut around each piece creating your template. Electric sewing scissors work best on upholstery fabrics, because they assist in keeping the cut line straight as well as help to reduce fraying along the cut edge. Mark each of the new pieces on the back with a fabric marker so that you will know where they are to be placed on the chair.
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· 3
Remove the sewing pins from the newly cut pieces of fabric and set them aside. Find the pieces marked for the arms and place the pieces onto the chair. Staple each arm piece into place inside the chair back as well as on the outside edge of the arm. Put a line of staples underneath the arm as well. Place the wing pieces of fabric in place and staple them all along the edges of the fabric.

· 4
Find the piece marked for the front of the chair. Drape the fabric piece over the front of the chair and line it up. Flip the piece over so that it falls over the back of the chair. Place a line of staples along the top edge of the chair. Flip it back over and tuck it down inside the bottom and insides of the chair. Place a line of staples all along the tucked edges of the fabric to hold it in place.

· 5
Find the piece of fabric marked for the back. Place the piece of fabric onto the back of the chair and line it up. Flip the piece up and over the front of the chair and place staples all along the top edge right over top of the front piece of fabric. Flip the piece back over and staple the fabric to the chair all along the sides. Flip the chair over and staple the fabric all along the inside underneath the chair. Turn the chair upright and staple the front bottom edge into place using the same method as the back.

· 6
Use a sewing machine to sew the top and bottom pieces together to make the cushion. With right sides together, pin the pieces together with sewing pins. Sew along the pinned edge with a 5/8-inch seam. Remove the pins. Turn the cushion cover right side out and place the foam inside. Hand-stitch the opening closed on the back and place it on the chair.
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